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TO'.Tii  COUiiCIL  PKOCSHDIKGo 


Your  Council  hay  averaged  three 
meetings  each  month,  with  eight 
in  June  to  review  in  depth  the 
1976-77  Fiscal  Year  Budget.  The 
others  were  called  to  discuss 
the  newly  revised  Subdivision 
Ordinances  as  submitted  by  Staff, 
the  Rossi  fire  and  replacement 
of  the  Town  Planner.   Some  of 
the  more  important  items  con- 
sidered by  Council  in  the  past 
five  months  are: 

ANZA  PARK  is  now  complete  and 


makes  a  lovely  addition  to  one 
of  the  main  entrances  of  our 
Town. at  the  corner  of  Edith  & 
Fremont.  Pathways  wind  through 
the  landscape  and  a  sprinkler 
sys tern  underground  sustains  the 
plants.  A  bench  constructed  from 
an  eld  fallen  tree  offers  momen- 
tary rest  or  a  quiet  spot  to 
simply  enjoy  nature. 

7]3TVrnTD  ^vr';   After  some 
months  of  deliberation,  the  15 
member  Ad  Hoc  Committee  chaired 
by  Steve  i:cReynolds  filed  their 
report  with  the  re  Commendation 
thst  the  Town  take  action  on 
one  of  three  alternatives:  use 
the  barn  as  a  horse  facility, 
sell  the  born   or  raze  it  and 
retain  the  land  as  open  space. 
The  question  also  waw  reviewed 
by  the  Planning  Commission  who 
recommended  to  Council  that  the 
property  be  used  as  a  horse  fac- 
ility if  economically  feasible. 
Council  then  requested  Staff  to 
develop  guidelines  and  conditions 
for  soliciting  proposals  from 
interested  parties  willing  to 
operate  the  barn.   Some  10  re- 
sponses were  received,,   A  coinra- 
ittee  of  5  was  appointed  to 
interview  the  prospective  lessees. 
Financial  reports  and  personal 
references  were  obtained  iiy  on 
the  "seni- finalists",  and  Council 
has 


MT:'vo  J'^ry^\   p.'irenty  uero  given  an 
assist  by  Council  who  voted  012,500 
to  help  upgrage  the  parking  facilities, 
install  a  fence  along  Furissima,  place 
an  arterial  stop  sign  and  accompanying 
"stop  ahead"  signs  to  minimize  the 
safety  hazard.   The  need  for  greater 
safe-ty  is  more  pronounced  now  that  the 
newly  formed  girls  league  is  active, 
making  this  area  more  popular  than  ever. 
Parents  of  Little  League  are  seeking 
additional  voluntary  contributions  to 
enable  completion  of  other  improvements. 

riD-P'JIII.'SULA  PARK  DISTRICT  is  looked 
upon  with  disfavor  by  the  present  Council, 
who  voted  to  request  LAFCO  (Local  Agency 
Formation  Commission)  for  permission  to 
secede  from  the  District.   This  action  was 
taken  partly  on  the  grounds  that  Los  Altos 
Hills  has  actively  pursued  an  Open  Space 
plan  which  over  the  years  has  resulted  in 
Town  acquisition  of  116  acres  -  with  another 
4  acres  to  be  purchased  during  the  current 
fiscal  year.   This  is  far  in  excess  of  State 
requirements.   Council  also  pointed  out  that 
since  both  the  Tov/n  and  County  have  open 
space  programs  (not  to  mention  State  and 
national  acquisitions),  another  govern- 
mental layer  duplicating  these  efforts  is 
unnecessary  and  unnecessarily  drains  more 
tax  monies  from  the  Town,  Besides  the 
Town's  open  space  acreage  -  plus  the  open 
space  resulting  from  our  one  acre  minimum 
zoning  -  our  Town  is  already  surrounded  on 
our  southern  and  western  borders  with  over 
3,000  acres  permanently  committed  to  open 
space.   Further,  Council  is  advised  that 
Mid-Peninsula  Regional  Park  District  can 
condemn  property  within  the  Town  for  open 
space  purposes;  because  their  powers  are 
broad  a  potential  danger  is  posed  -  threat- 
ening the  Town's  zoning  -  should  the  District 
acquire  land  within  Town  and  later  sell  that 
property  to  another  governmental  agency  who 
c  -n  then  make  use  of  that  land  in  almost 
any  maimer  they  should  s^e  fit:   and  the 
Town  would  be  helpless. 

It  is  Council's  intent  that  the  subject 
ultimately  be  place  before  the  electorate 
for  the  majority  of  voter.;  to  decide. 
The  cities  of  Atharton,  Redwood  City,  San 
Carlos  and  Sunnyvale  have  under  considera- 
tion similar  thoughts. 
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CO._.---JhTo  r/jlYQ-y   C0,n;CTL:   Recently 
Council  established  a  policy  where- 
by those  members  of  the  public  ro- 
^IL^ina;  their  statements  bo  read 
into/record  v/ill  be  permitted  to  do 
so.  Preferably  a  written  statement 
should  be  £i van  the  City  Clerk  to 
assure  accuracy.   In  all  other  cases 
the  minutes  will  reflect  only  whether 
a  p?roon  spoke  for  or  against  an  item. 

TP'TIT  j7I5T0?Jwt-   Klorence  Fava's 
resign- tion  as  Town  Historian  was 
accepted  by  Council  last  June."  The 
Los  Altos  Kills  Historical  Society 
has  graciously  volunteered  to  fill 
the  void, 

LEGISLATIVE  iSTTgy/  CQ'^ITT^;.  in  a 
recent  action,  Council  established  a 
Legislative  Review  Committee  charged 
with  studying  and  advising  state  lepi- 
lators  on  those  items  directly  affect- 
ing the  Town.  Councilman  Brown 
Councilwoman  Hillestad  and  three  resi- 
dents (as  yet  to  be  appointed)  comprise 
the  new  committee.  Residents  interest- 
ed in  legislative  matters  are  urged  to 
contact  Town  Gall. 

Sg^LASS^oSr-lSNT  DISTRICT  --'"3-  \fter 
several  years  of  litigation  the  Town 
won  '.That  appears  to  be  the  last  3e-al 
step  which  clears  the  way  for  comole- 
tion  of  administrative  and  financial 
action.   SAD  #9  was  established  by 
Council  in  I972  to  help  finance  I968 
agreements  with  the  City  of  Palo  aito- 
however,  the  sale  of  bonds  was  t>-e-   ' 
vented  until  the  recent  California 
supreme  Court  decision. 

In  addition  to  her  duties  as  admin* - 
stative  secretary,  ;iorr:a  Kisloo  has 

o-en  officially  appointed  City* Clerk 
ohe  was  formerly  Asst.  City  Clerk. 
At  the  same  time,  Pearl  Corv  was 
appointed  City  Treasurer.   " 

T^TAIIDS  AGAIIfST  V'u7!)ALlS"- 

At  a  specif  ,e  ting~Io^cii  approved 
posting  a  85,000  reward  for  infla- 
tion leading  to   the  arrest  and  convic- 
tion of  person(s)   responsible   fo- 
burning  W  Rossi  home,      other  cities 


matched    this  amount,    bringing  the 
total   award   to  315,000. 


Pie   Town  has  historically  posted  a 
reward  of  3500  for  information  on 
person(s)   defacing  or  removing  Town 
street  signsc      There   is  also  a  £100 
reward  leading  to   the  arrest  of  van- 
dalism to  mail  boxes.      Ajl  such  in- 
formation should  be  directed  to  the 
County  Sheriff • 3  Uepartnnnt  ?&  to   the 
t^ity  manager. 

§2^£^L^^  Councilman 

Brown, as*  Councilwoman  Hillestad  and 
mrs.  Pat  Standring  were  cleaned  by  foe 
City  Attorney  ft  alleged  charges  per- 
taming  to  improprieties  concerning  fne 
*air  Political  Practices  Act.      The  City 
Attorney's   investigation  revealed  "there 
was  no  basis   for  concern." 

. ---■"  -x^-ji.     J-ne  oher...if's  Patrol 

Services   contract  for  the  next  year 
resulted  in  8.67^  increase  while  main- 
taining the  same  level  of  service.     In 
another  action,    Security  Patrolman  Gordon 
Penfold  was  ungraded  to   the  level   of 
Police  Reserve  with  all   the  powers  of  a 
peace   officer  in  addition   to  his   other 
autze^0 

P^jnj^ioou      Fremont  Hills  School 
has  been  leased  by  PAU3D  to  a  private 
scnool.     City  Council  approved,    w-th 
certain  conditions,    a  Conditional  Us- 
Permit  to  Pinewood  School.      School  evanin- 
events  are  limited  to  one  per-montr:      * 
otherwise   "the   school  grounds   are   oner 
to  the  general  public  during  rinn-ins Pac- 
tional hours,    and  the  facilities   stall 
continue   to  remain  open   to  organized 
groups." 

m^^E^miE^     Kon  Pastroff  has 
resigned  as   Town  Planner  for  personal 
reasons   after  two  years   of  very  success- 
ful and  innovative  work  for  the  Town. 
Council  and  other  Staff  members  ex^res^d 
rif      '    ?        O"ho*   '-er-   Cood   luck  v/ith    his 

future  plans.      It  was  a--T~ed  «--,+     i      i  * 
forward   to   tho  ovent^a^etfre'r-i  £*£"« 

fatjAeinMr,    tho  Town  .mi^as  re" i»c- 
ment    tne  seleeHnn  r,  r  .,  *^X-C; 

do,r,o   ,-  r-I, -n     :n  °f  G  r3r30n  »i*h  a 

*-j.'- *.i. V..O-J  ,i0  a  Planner. 


-  ?  - 


TO'.VIT  3:JD"^rn  £  PROPERTY  T.WCXi 
City  Council  approved  the  \J\G-Tl 
Fiscal  Year  Budget  of  3485,926 
operating  expenses  and  8176,165 
capital  costs.   From  the  unappro- 
priated Ceneral  Fund  $20,000  was 
added  to  a  Special  Reserve  which 
now  totals  Si 30, 000.  City  employ- 
ees were  granted  and  8>j  salary 
increase,  with  the  City  Manager 
receiving  and  8. 5$  increase. 

The  Tov/n  property  tax  base  remained 
the  same,  at  <o52  Psr  hundred  dollar 
valuation0  Host  Council  members  would 
have  liked  to  reduce  the  tax;  however 
some  or  all  of  the  following  reasons 
persuaded  Council/maintain  the  same 
tax  base: 

1,  Federal  Revenue  sharing  expires 
Dec.  31>  1976.  Extention  pro- 
bably will  be  approved,  but  no 
one  knows  at  what  lever  of  fund- 
ing:  it  may  by  the  same,  but 

it  could  be  less, 

2.  Senate  Constitutional  Amendment 
#47,  being  considered  in  Sacra- 
mento, would  limit  family  home- 
owners'  tax  to  not  exceed  rfo   Per 
year.   This  concept  is  gaining 
support  and  if  ever  approved  cOuld 
place  cities  having  a  weak  fin- 
ancial base  in  a  nebulous  uosition, 


TQ..TI  7(0  ••.!)  MW   PATHwAY  E-'JJIF.'r'ITT 


TQ..TI  7(0  •-.D 
ST0  V/iri 


Council  is  considering  which  of 
three  proposed  locations  the  Town 
road  and  pathway  equipment  storage 
and  maintenance  facilities  will  be 
permanently  housed,,  Each  location 
has  its  inherent  advantages  and 
disadvantages,  but  a  final  decision 
is  expected  shortly.   To  maintain 
our  55  miles  of  roads  the  Tov/n 
currently  o.-.ns:   1  two- ton  dump 
truck,  a  newly  acquired  5  ton  bob- 
tail truck,  a  -4"  ton  pickup,  a 
Toyota  pickup,  a  loader/backhoe,  a 
brush  chipper,  a  beam  sprayer,  a 
roller  with  trailer,  an  emulsion 
sprayer,  a  pavement  breaker,  a  paint 
striper,  a  plate  compactor  and 
numerous  small  tools.   To  use  this 
equipment,  keeping  our  roads  and  paths 
in  condition,  the  Town  employs  a  crew 
of  four  maintenance  men. 


3,  There  is  legilative  talk  of  freez- 

ing  city  tax  at  the  gwrxx^t  level 

in  effect  if  this  legislation  is 

passed.  A  lowered /laic  rate  now 

1  j        •>    '  t  /Town 
coula  mean  a  lowered/ tax  rate 

for  several  years  in  the  future, 

seriously  depriving  the  town  of 

much  needed  revenue.  (This  is  the 

SB  90  school  tax  concept.) 

4.  In  three  or  four  years  Los  Altos 
Hills  building  will  diminish  con- 
siderably as  for  all  practical 
purposes  the  Town  will  have  been 
built  unless  (Heaven  Borbid!) 
our  zoning  is  broken,   Related 
revenues  will  likewise  diminish,, 

5o  Public  works  (roads,  drainage, 
paths,  open  space)  projects  must 
continue  and  must  be  funded.  x±sja 
acxpsrrsBiarrtxyazdxtaxliHiisH 


